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Spring Conference 
April 30, 2015  

Call to Order 

Irene Barton, D9 Director, called the Spring Conference to order at 

10:01am at NorthStar Church in Kennesaw, Georgia.  

Opening Ceremonies 

Irene led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Inspiration 

Jenny Bradley, Reflections Chair for the Tom Mathis Council, spoke 

about the importance of student self-expression through the 

Reflections contest; she shared a Reflections entry video from Megan 

Telling entitled, “Random Acts of Kindness.” 

Irene proudly shared that six students from District 9 are advancing to 

the National PTA Reflections contest. 

Recognition of Special Guests  

Irene recognized attendees from District 9 school districts, including 

the Superintendents for Marietta City and Douglas County schools, in 

addition to guests from a new local unit that will be chartered later 

today! 

Irene recognized and thanked the District 9 Executive Committee 

members and Board of Directors, and the Council presidents, along 

with guests from Georgia PTA. 

Secretary’s Report 

In Tonya Scott’s absence, Irene appointed Susan McCullough to serve 

as Secretary and Stephanie Daniels to serve as Parliamentarian. 

Irene stated that the minutes from the September 30th Fall Conference 

were posted on the doors to the auditorium. There were no objections 

to dispensing to the reading of the minutes. Irene appointed Liliana 

Delgado, Samantha Holt, and Laura Shyman to read, sign, and 

approve the minutes.  

Irene announced a change in operating procedures going forward; 

beginning with the minutes for this Spring Conference, three auditors 

will be appointed to read, edit, and approve the minutes as soon as 

they are prepared. In this manner, the business of District 9 will be 

more efficient. The appointed auditors are Dana Davis, Lisa Mays, and 

Laurie Vesper. 
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Treasurer’s Report  

Annissa Katzman, D9 Treasurer, reported a beginning balance of 

$1,438.43. With income of $705.00 and expenses of $437.87, the 

ending balance is $1,705.56.  

Annissa noted a correction to the Treasurer’s Report in the program. 

The *$100 of our income is currently characterized as vendor fees, but 

actually represents scholarship donations. She will make the 

accounting entries to reclassify this income; the overall revenue is 

accurate. In addition, additional revenues are anticipated from today’s 

vendor fair. 

The report will be filed for audit. 

Special Presentations 

Anita Hagins Jones, D9 1st Assistant Director, introduced a newly 

created District 9 community-funded scholarship fund focused on 

providing help to students with fees for enrichment- or school-related 

activities. Thirteen applications were received for this inaugural year. 

The first four scholarships, for $200 each, were awarded to: 

 Isaiah Farrow– This 3rd grader from International Academy in 

Smyrna will put the funds towards a KSU STEM Camp. 

 Dylan Cadette – This 8th grade International Academy student 

in Smyrna who will use the funds to help pay for a summer 

junior MBA Camp at Clark Atlanta University School of 

Business. 

 Madison Johnson – This Pope High School senior plans to use 

the money for college text books. 

 Ashley Shook – This McEachern High School senior will use the 

funds to offset tuition fees. 

In addition, the Scholarship committee was pleased to be able to 

secure the donation of a laptop for student Oriana Farrow to assist 

with school work.  

Membership Update 

Heather Held, D9 Membership Co-Chair, summarized this year’s 

Membership efforts and recognized two local units: 

 South Cobb High School PTSA – Added 100 Community 

Partners in the February Love Our Community Partners contest. 

They were awarded with a basic registration to CLT. 

 Kennesaw Elementary PTA – Added 11 Community Partners in 

the February contest. They were awarded a D9-sponsored 

Membership table at an event of their choice.  
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Thank You to Host Venue 

Irene thanked NorthStar Church and recognized Steve Saylers, our 

contact here. 

Quorum Established 

Annissa reported that we do have a quorum present, with delegates 

from 67 Local Units in attendance.  

Unfinished Business 

There was no unfinished business. 

Greetings from Georgia PTA 

Rita Erves, President of Georgia PTA, brought greetings from the state 

office and spoke about the importance of membership for effective 

advocacy. She invited everyone to Celebrate a Journey of Excellence 

at CLT this summer.  

Special Awards 

Lisa  Laposata, District 9 2nd Assistant Director, awarded GA PTA 

Visionary Award to Karla Jacobs, Parent Volunteer at A.L. Burruss. 

Irene awarded the GA PTA Honorary Lifetime Achievement Award to 

Lisa Laposata and Anita Hagins Jones. 

New Business 

Elections 

Lisa read the District Standing Rules that pertain to Officers and their 

Elections.  

Lori Sweet, District 9 Nominating Committee Chair, presented the 

following report on behalf of the Nominating Committee: 

 For Director: Irene Barton 

 For 1st Assistant Director: Anita Hagins Jones 

 For 2nd Assistant Director: Lisa Laposata 

 For Secretary: Tynisha Barnett  

 For Treasurer: Annissa Katzman 

Irene reiterated that a quorum was present. The doors were closed, 

and no one was permitted to enter or leave during the elections. There 

were no further nominations and a voice vote was held. The slate was 

elected. 

Installation 

Lisa-Marie Haygood, GA PTA President Elect, installed the 2015-16 

District 9 officers. Lisa-Marie then addressed the audience.  
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Announcements 

Irene directed attention to the blue card at the registration table with 

upcoming training dates. She also noted that W.A.T.C.H. D.O.G.S. 

materials were available on the stage. She thanked everyone who 

participated in the toiletry drive, which included new and gently used 

uniforms for Cobb schools, flash drives for Paulding County students, 

and hygiene items for Marietta City and Douglas County students.  

Important Dates 

Irene referred to the list of dates in the program.  

At this point, an award of $100.15 was given to Bessie Baggett 

Elementary for winning the drawing for the 15 More in 15 Membership 

Campaign.  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:23am for the Award presentations.  

Submitted by 

Susan McCullough 

Appointed auditors 

 Dana Davis – approved 5/7/15 

 Lisa Mays – approved 5/8/15 

 Laurie Vesper – approved 5/6/15 

 

 

 

 

 


