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Dickerson Times – Quarterly newspaper where students spend several weeks 
researching, interviewing, writing and creating photography projects. The students edit 
and lay out the articles and photos and then parent volunteers and principal edit and 
approve the final layout. On publication day, students distribute the papers to all 
classrooms. Students learn how to conduct interviews, prepare questions, write engaging 
articles, and manage a production schedule. (Dickerson MS, ECCC, Standard #2,3,4)  
 
Dodgen 101 – A new, 3-part program consisting of an online guide, online videos and 
tour/Q&A before the start of school. Seventeen videos have been viewed 330 times, 
primarily by 6th graders. The guide takes families step-by-step through their first days of 
school and provides detailed information about a variety of subjects. (Dodgen MS, ECCC, 
Standards #1,2,5)  
 
Walton 101 – The PTSA assembles a handbook entitled “Walton A to Z” as an abbreviated 
summary of how to navigate high school based on a variety of official and unofficial 
sources. The PTSA also sponsors 2 in-person orientation sessions in the spring for parents 
of rising freshman and incoming students. (Walton HS, ECCC, Standards #1,2,3) 
 
The “Unofficial” Parents Guide to Wheeler High School – PTSA wrote a new handbook 
that explains how to get connected, procedures or items unique to Wheeler, and much 
more. (Wheeler HS, ECCC, Standards #1,2,4) 
 
 

 
100 Days – 100 Canned Food Drive – To tie into the 100th day of school, the PTA sent 
flyers home notifying parents and gave classes a 100 can count off sheet. The class with 
most cans collected in each grade won a popcorn party. (Cheatham Hill ES, TMC, Standard 
#4) 
 
Angel Program – Working with the school counselor to ensure privacy, the PTA adopted 6 
families (16 students) from their own school with the goal of providing food, clothing and 
gifts for these families. (Mountain View ES, ECCC, Standard #4)  
 
Book Fairy Program – Partnered with sister school to provide funds so students could  
purchase a book from their school’s book fair. (Mountain View ES, ECCC, Standards #4,6) 
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Community Service Letter – Similar to an athletic or academic letter, this new program 
awards a letter to students who have accumulated at least 40 hours of community service 
hours during the previous school year.  Students received these at a recognition ceremony 
(Pope HS, ECCC, Standards #3,6) 
 
Champion Snack Bags – This PTA addressed a growing population at its school often 
overlooked – homeless students including those living in shelters or extended stay hotels. 
They created “Champion Snack Bags” for over 40 children living in shelters. They 
collaborated with school counselors and social workers to make sure the students most in 
need were receiving these treat bags filled with cereal, juice, snacks and other treats. They 
held a “sock drive” in conjunction with their Sock Hop as they learned from MUST 
Ministries that socks were a needed clothing item. They also sponsored a Holiday Shop that 
offered gifts for as low as 25 cents so children could feel proud about having a gift for their 
family members. (Cheatham Hill ES, TMC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
Greyhound Giving Tree – This community-based program was initially developed in 2016 
in partnership with the school social worker and is designed to help the families in need 
within the Pope cluster. When needs arise (meals for families suffering grief, gas gift cards 
for those in need, snacks for elementary students, etc.), a SignUp genius is Emailed. (Pope 
HS, ECCC, Standards #2,4,5,6) Giving Trees also sponsored by many other PTAs.  
 
 

 
Black History Month – PTSA sponsored daily trivia questions on the morning 
announcements and reminders of heritage were placed on the walls. Interactive trivia 
stations were in place one morning a week as well which were very popular. One week’s 
theme was music that was influenced by African American culture. (Lassiter HS PTSA, 
ECCC, Standards #1,2,3,4) 
 
English Conversation Circle – The Diversity & Inclusion Committee sponsors this weekly 
English class for parents who want to improve their English and lean about American 
culture. The local WellStar East Cobb Health Center hosted all meetings.  Volunteer 
participation has increased among the international community. (East Side ES, ECCC, 
Standards #1,2,3,4,5,6) 
 
ESOL Support – The PTA purchased interpreter headsets for parents so that they can 
absorb information at all meetings in their native language. In addition, the PTA sent all 
calls, texts, emails and written communication in English and Spanish. (Lockheed ES, MCC, 
Standards #1,4)  
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Exceptional Children’s Awareness Week – New this year, the PTA hosted Blaze Sports 
which allows students to experience a para-Olympic sports experience. Each grade played a 
sport such as sit volleyball, wheel chair racing, bocce ball, and goal ball during PE. Posters 
were made and displayed in school hallways that highlighted famous people with 
disabilities. (Mt. Bethel ES, Standards #1,3,4) 
 
Exceptional Children’s Week – This PTA invites a variety of community organizations and 
speakers to assist in educating students on living with various disabilities. Each grade level 
hears from a speaker who is living with a disability. Topics included cerebral palsy, 
muscular dystrophy, double amputee, Lekotek adaptive technology. They also viewed a 
puppet show on understanding others with disabilities. (Tritt ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,6)  
 
Institutional Racism Resolution – PTSA conducted extensive research and drafts of a 
resolution addressing institutional racism. The resolution was passed at a general 
membership meeting which was held on a Friday afternoon so students could attend. The 
resolution was passed and has been sent to National PTA for consideration. (Lassiter HS 
PTSA, ECCC, Standards #1,2,3,4) 
 
International Family Welcome Program – International families are welcomed at the 
beginning of the year by parents who are native speakers of those languages. Attendees are 
divided into groups based upon their native language and provided information about the 
school through translations. Parents are encouraged to ask questions and given a school-
specific vocabulary list to help further their understanding of school terminology and 
policies. These meetings help to address the language barriers found in a school with over 
50 nationalities and engage the international community. (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards 
#1,2,3,4,5)  
 
International Night/Week – The week begins with a school–wide assembly showcasing a 
traditional musical performance or dance from another country. Students have daily 
opportunities to win themed prizes for correctly answering questions and music from 
other countries is played in the atrium. The event includes a buffet for app. 600 members 
and a tour of countries. (Mabry MS, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,5,6) Many other PTAs sponsor 
International Night and/or Heritage Night complete with passports, cultural celebrations, 
arts and crafts, costumes, etc.  
 
Mix It Up Days – The PTA works with the counselors to host these days when each child is 
given a colored dot sticker. At lunch, students are asked to sit with students wearing the 
same color sticker, encouraging them to make new friends. The PTA placed sensory 
friendly VOSS water bottles filled with different color water beads on lunchroom tables. 
(Tritt ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4) 
 
Sensory Friendly Dance – The PTA hosted this event before the annual school dance. 
Lights were on, the music was not as loud and the atmosphere was more casual. The 
principal received several emails thanking the PTA for making the activity a welcoming 
event for all students. (Tritt ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3)  
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Special Education Specialist – This position was added to the Board. The PTSA “adopted” 
the entrance of the school and special education students helped keep it clean and 
attractive by planting and maintaining flowerbeds. They also ran the coffee shop. (Lassiter 
HS, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,5) 
 
Students with Disabilities, Preparing for Post-Secondary Program – The PTSA offered 
a 3-part program designed to serve the needs of students with disabilities:  1) 
Transitioning to college for mainstream students who could benefit from Disability Service 
Centers at colleges; 2) For students with autism/intellectual disabilities, a college forum 
and fair was offered that explored certificates and degree programs; and 3) For students 
with moderate to severe disabilities, a peer to peer socialization program was developed 
through PTSA’s Community Outreach Club. (Walton HS, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
 
 

 
Bedtime Stories at the Book Fair – The PTA hosts family nights during book fairs where 
students can enjoy cookies and milk while hearing stories read by mystery readers. These 
readers are often administrators who come dressed as characters from the books and 
deliver stories with powerful messages. (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
Birthday Book Program –The PTA set up a table during summer screening with 
information about the program as well as membership information to increase awareness 
among kindergarten families. Participation among these families increased, and the 
program received an overall increase of 66. (Murdock ES, ECCC, Standard #3)  
 
Career Coach Program – Designed to connect professionals in the community with 
students in order to share information, advice and opportunities to help students as they 
explore fields of study and careers which interest them. Parents and alum are asked to sign 
up to serve as mentor coaches. Students view Career Coach profiles and they can request to 
be paired with a coach for informational interviews, coaching and shadowing 
opportunities. (Walton HS, ECCC, Standards #3,5,6) 
 
Family Coding Challenge & Night – Math classes were invited to compete for the most 
Hours of Code completed by students and families either at home or school. Teachers 
offered incentives. 853 hours of code were tallied! During the Family Coding Night, 
computer labs were staffed by AP students enrolled in a STEM program. Two robotics 
teams demonstrated coding in action.  (East Cobb MS and Mabry MS, ECCC, Standards #1,3)  
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Family Read Together Event – The PTA used National PTA tools to plan the March event. 
They combined it with their annual Author’s Tea and added R.A.D. (Read All Day) to honor 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Many parents came to read to their child’s classroom and received a 
#familiesread sticker to wear. (Lewis ES, TMC, Standards #1,3) 
 
Junior PTA Board – This PTSA created a Junior PTSA Board to involve more students in 
PTA, increase membership and give students experience in running a nonprofit board. 
They learned leadership, marketing and budgeting skills, how to run a meeting and other 
skills. The students gave perspective and feedback to the Executive Committee from the 
students’ perspective. (South Cobb HS, SCC, Standards #1,2,3,4,5) Note: Georgia law 
prohibits anyone 18 years of age or younger from serving on a nonprofit board.  
 
Kids Club – PTA members can attend a before or after school educational session with a 
fun twist. Sessions include working with a herpetologist, papermaking crafter, a local 
beekeeping and honey company and a chef! The year culminates with a celebration in May. 
(Kennesaw ES, TMC, Standards #3,6) 
 
Raiders Choice Program – Is a year-round, holistic program that offers relevant events to 
support and enrich the overall well-being and academic success of students. Programs 
included Ace the Interview, self-defense awareness, Microsoft 365, Stress Busting, Career 
Fair, and Fuel for Performance. (Walton HS, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
Reflections Marketing – The PTA focused on getting the message out to students about 
this program. Members of the Reflections Committee visited every classroom for 5 minutes 
during “morning meeting” time to explain the program show examples of past work, 
answer questions and encourage students to participate. Participation doubled from 21 
students to 46 students! (Murdock ES, ECCC, Standards #2,3) 
 
Rocket Reader Program – This is a reward system for students who read books. Each 
month they receive a certificate, have their photo hung on the Rocket Readers Wall of Fame 
and receive either a free item or coupon from a local business. Diligent readers receive a 
medal at the end of the year and a dessert reception. (Cheatham Hill ES, TMC, Standards 
#3,4,6) 
 
Science Night – PTA sponsors this very popular event. Teachers from each grade level 
offer an experiment or “make and take” item based on grade level standards. The high 
school magnet program was there, allowing more families to learn about that program. The 
PTA borrowed a germ station from the Nutrition Dept. and also included a local beekeeper 
who is also a parent. Excellent programs at a low cost allow this event to be offered at no 
cost to the school. (W.C. Abney ES, PCC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants – Brief, powerful lessons are given by parent 
volunteers during grade level collaboration days. The program is named in honor of Sir 
Isaac Newton who coined the phrase and is designed to build self-confidence and 
awareness. Some historical figures to serve as role models include Helen Keller, Louis 
Pasteur, Confucius, etc. (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3) 
 
      Educational Enrichment continued on page 6 
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STEM Committee – A new committee this year, this group collaborated with teachers 
across all grade levels to plan 5 STEM days. On each of the days, all students participate in 
the same STEM activity. Each lesson utilizes donated supplies in addition to purchased 
materials and lasts 1-2 hours. Students then have the opportunity to walk the halls to see 
how each activity looks across grade levels. Classrooms share the activities through teacher 
blogs, social media and Shutterfly sites. (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards #2,3) 

 

 
Daddy and Me Movie Night– This free event is held on a Friday night. The PTA provides a 
movie, popcorn and refreshments at no charge. Over 300 fathers attended and the PTA 
gained 57 new members. (Cheatham Hill ES, TMC, Standards #1,6) 
 
Family Engagement Policy – This non-Title 1 school PTA reaffirmed its Family 
Engagement Policy and shared the policy with families. It examined how it engaged non-
English speaking families, families of special-needs students and migrant families. It 
provided a framework for assisting families in understanding academic standards, 
assessments, progress and more. (Lewis ES, TMC, Standards #1,2,3,4,5) 
 
Food Truck Night – Two cluster PTSAs collaborated with the football booster club to host 
food trucks before the first home football game. Attendance was very high, including 
neighboring community members and the opposing team’s PTSA and members. (East Cobb 
MS and Wheeler HS, ECCC, Standards #1,6) 
 
General Meeting Fun – The PTA worked hard to make these meetings more fun and 
interactive by collaborating with local businesses to provide giveaways. Attendees might 
sit on a dot that won them an Atlanta Braves poster or be the first to show their 
membership card for a free massage. The presiding officer asked questions and audience 
members were provided the opportunity to answer! (Kennesaw ES, TMC, Standards #1,6) 
 
Holiday Goodie Grab – PTSA asked families to send in homemade baked goods and pulled 
names of faculty until all the goodies were distributed.  Provides easy way for many 
families to be involved. (Lassiter ES, ECCC, Standards #1, 6) 
 
Last Minute or Flex Volunteers – Several PTAs utilize this way of engaging families who 
cannot commit to a regular volunteer spot, but would like to be informed of opportunities 
to volunteer that arise suddenly. (Standards #1,2,5) 
 
“Meet and Treat “– For a 5-day period in October, PTA officers greeted parents in 
afternoon carpool, and throughout ASP pick up by introducing themselves, handing out 
Smarties, and thanking parents for supporting the PTA. This personalized the PTA and 
allowed PTA leaders to answer questions and provide information about membership, 
volunteer opportunities and programs. (Eastvalley ES, ECCC, Standards #1,2,3,5,6) 
 
                                                                                       Family Engagement continued on page 7 
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Muffins with Mavity – To address the “unheard parent” mentality and make a large school 
feel smaller, the PTA hosts this event in the media center which encourages parents to 
share ideas, engage in thoughtful debate and advocate for their children with the principal. 
Ms. Mavity outlines plans for the year, helps interpret school-wide test scores, addresses 
safety concerns and faculty changes. (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,5) 
 
Munchies with Men – A new twist on the “Donuts with Dad” theme to be more inclusive 
and offer healthier options, this event was held over 3 mornings in early January. This was 
an attempt to reenergize volunteer efforts, which often trail off after the holiday break. The 
PTA had a photo booth and several volunteer photographers on hand. The line was out the 
door every day! (Kennesaw ES, TMC, Standard #1)  
 
Neighborhood Contact List – This is a group of volunteers who distribute information to 
families who are new to a neighborhood. (Timber Ridge ES, ECCC, Standards #1,6) 
 
New Student Breakfast – Students new to the school system and their parents are invited 
to a breakfast.  Parents sit together, slightly away from students) and network with other 
adults new to the area, ask questions, and sign up to volunteer. (Mabry MS, ECCC, 
Standards #1,4,6) 
 
Parent Technology Night – The PTA hosted this for the first time this year to teach 
families about the apps, programs, websites and devices available to their children on 
campus. Dinner and babysitting provided to draw more people to attend. (Kincaid ES, 
ECCC, Standards #1,3,4,6)  
 
Parent Resource Room – In addition to providing information about local community 
agencies and resources, the PTA gathered items to start a Parent Resource Room. This will 
allow parents to have access to computers, printers, materials and meeting space. 
(Lockheed ES, MCC, Standards #1,2,3,4) 
 
Popsicle Party – This has turned into an annual tradition at Sope Creek ES. All 
kindergartners and their families are invited to join classmates for a casual get-together on 
the school playground approximately 2 weeks before school. Parents are able to connect 
with each other, meet the administrators and feel a part of the school community before 
the first day of school. (Sope Creek ES, ECCC, Standards #1,2,4) Other PTAs also host a pre-
school Popsicle party on the playground.  
 
Super Dads’s Blitz Day – To highlight the activities of the fathers group, the new initiative 
encourages all dads to be involved. Volunteers supported the STEM and engineering labs, 
provided assistance in the art room and served as Mystery Readers. The dad’s group even 
has one brave volunteer who serves as the school mascot, Foxy. (Shallowford Falls ES, 
ECCC, Standards #1,5) Also, Lockheed ES sponsored an “All Dads Matter” event where for 2 
hours, males volunteered in carpool, media center, breakfast line, bus duty, and 
kindergarten classrooms.  
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Color Run – This is the PTA’s largest fundraiser, bringing together the school and 
community. This year, vendors were invited to be a part of the event. To accommodate 
some children who were turned off by the noise, a few sensory friendly laps were included 
allowing more children to participate. (W.C. Abney ES, PCC, Standards #1,3,4,6) 
 
Fresh Fruit Friday – The PTA works with two local supermarkets to bring fresh fruit 
snacks to the school community on a weekly basis. This encourages healthy habits among 
the school community.  (East Side ES, ECCC, Standards #3,6)  
 
Marathon Club – Children meet before school 2x/week to run laps for 30 minutes. 
Students log their miles until they reach 26.2 miles and the H&W Committee hosts a 
celebration in May to celebrate. (Timber Ridge ES, ECCC, Standard #3) 
 
Ninja Warrior Fun Run – Revamped annual Fun Run (and fundraising event) by adding 
stutter steps, tire obstacles, balance beams and more to raise excitement. Student names 
were places on Chick Fil A stuffed cows and for meeting fundraising goals, a helicopter flew 
over the school and dropped all of the stuffed cows (with their parachutes) on the 
playground. (Mountain View ES, ECCC, Standards #3,6) 
 
Turkey Trot – Free participation, awards, refreshments. The t-shirt drawing contest is 
open to all and winning design used on posters and t-shirts. Local businesses support the 
program as well. Parent volunteers also support Kilometer Kids after school that follows a 
curriculum that fosters a healthy lifestyle, sportsmanship and commitment. (Cheatham Hill 
ES, TMC, Standards #1,3,6) 
 

 
Legislators Night – PTSA invited all cluster school representatives plus elected officials to 
meet each other in a casual atmosphere. (Wheeler HS, ECCC, Standards #4,5,6) 
 
Neighborhood Ambassadors – These volunteers were responsible for putting 
information in their neighborhood newsletters, distributing flyers in mailboxes, sharing 
information on social media and speaking directly to neighbors. This was formed to defeat 
Amendment 1, but can be used for other important legislative or issues with community 
impact. (Mt. Bethel, ECCC, Standards #2,3,4,5,6) 
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Back to School Luncheon – Many PTAs sponsor a back to school luncheon or breakfast for 
faculty where they kick off the staff membership drive. Sometimes an incentive for joining 
that day is offered – a free spirit wear shirt or school calendar. This is a great way to start 
working on the Oak Tree Membership Award.  
 
Candy Gram Membership Drive – As a way to achieve Target membership, for each new 
male membership sold, the member received an “upgraded” candy gram delivered to his 
child’s classroom. The candy grams included a plush bear, personalized note and a lollipop. 
This resulted in 30 new male memberships. (Kennesaw ES, TMC, Standard #1) 
 
Ice Cream Social – The PTSA hosts this event for staff and student members in February. It 
encourages people to join - especially seniors who can then apply for PTS-sponsored 
scholarships. Low cost and lots of fun! (Sprayberry HS, ECCC, Standards #1,3) 
 
Membership Benefits – This PTSA recognizes the value of creating benefits to accompany 
membership. A card offers reduced admission to school dances, free hat days, free dinner & 
trivia night, free admission to final dance and dodgeball tournament and a 3rd candy gram 
for free when purchasing 2. (East Paulding MS, PCC, Standard #1,6) 
 
Membership Packages – New levels of Platinum, Gold and Silver were created which offer 
different incentives (sprit wear, memberships, etc.) depending upon level of support. 
(Mabry MS, ECCC, Standards #1,5,6) 
 
Membership Toolkit – Many PTAs used or continued to use this tool which allows families 
to complete most of their PTA activities online including signing up for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 
Membership Toolkit Incentive – To encourage families to register via the online 
platform, families who joined over the summer received notification of their class teacher 
assignment earlier than the general population. Resulted in largest increase in membership 
by August 30 in 3 years. (Eastvalley ES, ECCC, Standard #2,5) Other PTAs also allowed PTA 
members early access to teacher assignments. Shallowford Falls ES entitled its program 
“Summer Membership Tour.”  
 
My School Anywhere – Another online system that allows the family directory to be 
housed on line with parents having direct control over the information displayed for their 
child. New families can be added throughout the year which keeps the resource current. It 
also includes an app. Families also purchase memberships, spirit wear, birthday book club, 
and grade-specific school supplies online. (Sope Creek, ECCC, Standards #1,2,5) 
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Sponsor Your Favorite Bus Driver – During Bus Driver Appreciation Week, the PTA 
offered families the opportunity to sponsor their bus driver. With a sponsorship, parents 
received a PTA membership and a Blue Ribbon t-shirt for their bus driver. The drivers 
wore the t-shirts to the Blue Ribbon Celebration. (Mt. Bethel ES, ECCC, Standards #2,5,6) 
 
Support Your Local Trojan – PTSA decided to build membership by focusing on inviting 
all parents and students to join. Developed different levels of family and community 
partner membership packages and conducted teacher membership drives. Offered 
memberships at all PTSA activities, many school games, rising freshman day, orientation, 
Go Day and Open House. Resulted in 37% increase and Oak Tree Award. (Lassiter HS, ECCC, 
Standards #1,4,6)  
 

 

  
Completely Green – The PTA began communicating this initiative last year, and did not 
send home any paper this year. All communications were sent via the weekly email, special 
Eblasts and appear on the website. Families were able to join PTA, order spirit wear, 
yearbooks, access forms for Reflections, etc. on line. (Tritt ES, ECCC, Standard #2) 
 
Eagle Scout Recognition – The PTA recognized Eagle Scouts who had worked on projects 
at the school, including the building of an outdoor classroom, at a general meeting. (Timber 
Ridge ES, ECCC, Standard #6) 
 
Have You Filled Your Bucket Today? – This PTA revamped its Character Education 
program by centering it around this book which encourages positive behavior. Students 
nominate their classmates for “bucket filling” actions. Students are taught a new life skill 
each month and can gain recognition for applying that skill in their daily activities. (Mt. 
Bethel ES, ECCC, Standard #3)  
 
Spirit Wear Day – Send home flyers announcing the monthly Spirit Wear Day and offer the 
opportunity to purchase spirit wear. The top participating class wins an award each month 
and the class with the most wins through the year wins a popcorn party. Inexpensive and 
fun way to promote school spirit. (Cheatham Hill ES, TMC, Standard #1) 


	Best Ideas Cover2017
	BestIdeas_2017

